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The Syntax of huxi “breathe” in Chinese

Shaoming Wang

University of Macau, China

Abstract

Huxi “breathe” describes the most basic physiological activity of vertebrates, and it appears
in many important TCSL syllabuses. This study collected sentences containing this verb from
various Chinese corpora and selected 199 single sentences. This study carried out dependency
grammar-based syntactic annotation and analyzed the syntactic features of hixi “breathe”
from the aspects of dependency relations and syntactic collocation intensity. Syntactically, the
most used dependency relation of hiixi “breathe” was Verb-Object. Under different dependency
relations, the most important syntactic collocation intensity of hiixi “breathe” was head with a
syntactic collocational intensity value of 1.37. This paper combined both quantitative statistics
and qualitative analysis and explored the syntactic features of hiixi “breathe”. The study not only
deepened the study of verbs, but also helped to highlight the syntactic characteristics of verbs in
the compilation of Chinese learner dictionaries.
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Verbs, syntax, htixi ‘breathe’, Dependency Grammar
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