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Abstract

Under the new situation of improving the quality and efficiency of international student education,
the issue of Chinese academic writing for international students has attracted increasing attention.
Previous studies have mainly explored the features and problems of Chinese academic writing
for international students, but there are few studies on the development of Chinese academic
writing for international students at different stages. This article takes 50 undergraduate theses
and 50 master’s theses of international students majoring in Chinese international education in a
university in Shanghai and another university in Guangdong as samples to compare and analyze
the development of academic writing for Chinese as a second language learners. This article
comprehensively examines 12 indicators in three dimensions: macro academic research ability,
meso-level academic expression norms, and micro academic language ability. The study finds that
overall, the development of international students’ academic writing is more obvious in the meso
and macro dimensions, while the micro dimension is relatively slow. The development of the 12
indicators is also uneven, which can be divided into three groups: “slight progress”, “apparent
development”, and “significant development”. The study also reveals that besides the differences in
Chinese proficiency, the development of international students’ academic writing is also affected
by multiple factors, such as specific curriculum settings and availability of teaching practice. This
article also puts forward corresponding suggestions to help improve the academic writing ability
of international students in this major.
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