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Abstract

This article is based on a self-built small corpus of academic Chinese writing. It compares and
analyzes the differences in the distribution of discourse markers in theses of international
Master’s students majoring in Chinese education, theses of Chinese Master’s students, and
academically published journal articles. The aim is to explore the characteristics of discourse
marker usage in academic Chinese writing by foreign learners. The study found that the higher
the proficiency in Chinese, the higher the proportion of discourse marker usage. The research also
revealed significant differences between international students and native speakers in the use of
sequential, additive, concessive, ambiguous, and explanatory discourse markers.
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