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Abstract

Based on the distribution of similar features in the metaphorical operation, this paper takes animal
figurative compound words as an example to discuss the restriction of extraction of feature and the
metaphorical word-formation procedure in two categories (whole-figurative and semi-figurative) and
four sub-categories (only figurative and extended figurative; pre-figurative and post-figurative) on the
generation of figurative compound words. It includes such subjects as the participant in the metaphorical
operation is the word or the animal component, what feature of the word or component is extracted, the
metaphorical word-formation procedure (the metaphorical operation of the whole word followed by
word formation or the word formation followed by the metaphorical operation of the animal component).
Based on the results, this paper puts forward three suggestions for TCSL of figurative compound words:
providing typical and sufficient contexts, highlighting the teaching of similar features, and using the
method of extracting of feature and analysizing the metaphorical word-formation procedure in meaning
explanation.
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