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Implications for Business Chinese Reading Teaching
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Abstract

Economic news commentaries are an important corpus for understanding contemporary China’s
economy and hold unique value for business Chinese learning. This paper takes 28 economic
news commentaries from Economic Daily as research objects and systematically analyzes their
discourse features. In terms of macrostructure, the discourse comprises components such as
introduction, background, consequence, thesis, clarification, argument, evaluation, and conclusion.
Depending on the commentary context, three types can be distinguished: precise thesis-led
type, background-supported type, and in-depth interpretive type. In terms of micro-structure,
transitivity is dominated by material processes and relational processes. As for themes, simple
themes prevail. The major patterns of thematic progression include linear progression, parallel
progression and collective progression. Grammatical cohesion chiefly relies on conjunction,
nominal ellipsis and demonstrative reference, while lexical cohesion relies chiefly on lexical
repetition. In respect of functional moods, declarative mood takes the lead, while interrogative
mood is mainly used for rhetorical questions and questions for reflection. Regarding volitional
moods, obligative mood is predominant, with probable mood, ability mood and other moods used
less frequently. Based on these findings, this paper proposes several pedagogical implications for
intermediate-to-advanced business Chinese reading instruction.

Keywords
Economic news commentaries, Economic Daily, macro-structure, micro-structure, implications for
business Chinese reading instruction
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